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KICKS OFF
INHALANT AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

DID YOU KNOW?

Inhalants are deadly poisons, not just
dangerous drugs. Their use affects all
major organ systems in a variety of ways.
According to the 1997-1998 California
Substance Use Survey, the use of inhalants :
as drugs of abuse in elementary and

middle schools is increasing and has “
exceeded the national average. Young
people who might never try marijuana or
other illegal drugs DO try inhalants
because they are legal products, easy to
get and inexpensive. The misuse
(intentional inhaling of concentrated fumes)
of more than 1,000 household products is
the same as taking poison. Chronic users
can suffer severe and permanent brain
damage; some die the first time they try
inhalants. Other possible risks include loss
of consciousness and irreversible damage
to the brain, liver, kidneys and bone marrow.

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

* Red or runny eyes or nose

* Spots or sores around the mouth

® Chemical breath odor Phory e eical 57
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® Permanent brain damage : jation of Poison
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e Possible fetal e?f/ects similar to fetal alcohol syndrome
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